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August, 2016 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

 

Computer use in the 21st Century, and particularly in the classroom, has become an important part of our 

schools’ instructional program. To prepare our students to live and work in the 21st Century and to provide them with 

the necessary tools to improve their future, Richmond County Public Schools is pleased to offer Rappahannock High 

School students a school issued laptop beginning with the 2016-2017 school year.  Our program will be for all students 

in grades 8-12. 
 

Providing each student a computer is commonly known as a 1to1 program, and is in use in about half of the school 

systems in Virginia.  1 to 1 programs allow each student to use computer technology for instruction, assignments, 

projects, research and collaboration.  Students are able to take home the device they use during the school day and still 

have access to the same programs whether they are not in school.    
 

Last year, we formed a committee of staff members and parents, and held meetings with students from each grade level 

to discuss the idea of a 1to1 program.  Many topics were addressed in the meetings to include:  instruction, 

assessments, operations, cost, implementation and professional development requirements.  These discussions formed 

the groundwork for making 1 to 1 a reality at RHS.    We believe students will benefit academically, professionally, 

and intellectually from this program, which will provide our students with a foundation for success in the 21st Century 

and as members of our global economy.   
 

We will hold Parent Information sessions during Open House nights to discuss the use of the devices, proper laptop 

care, Internet Safety, and address other frequently asked questions. We will have policies and forms that will need to 

be signed and returned at Open House, when your child picks up his or her laptop.  

 

With this educational opportunity also comes responsibility. It is important that you and your child read the 

administrative regulations and agreement form and discuss these requirements together. Inappropriate computer use can 

result in the loss of the privilege to use this educational tool, as well as result in possible disciplinary or legal actions. 

 

This is an exciting time for our students, teachers and our community.  We at RCPS strive to provide our students with 

the best educational opportunities allowing them to compete in our local and global economy.   We look forward to 

seeing you at one of our Parent Information sessions.   If you cannot attend and have any further questions, please 

contact the Director of Technology at 804-333-3681. 

 

 

 Sincerely,       

 

 

 Christopher Trader  

 Director of Technology 

 Richmond County Public Schools 


